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Install insulation

Insulation makes it much easier to keep your home warm in winter and cool in summer, and helps to keep your energy costs
down. Ceiling insulation is particularly important as the highest proportion of heat transfer occurs through the ceiling and roof,
but you can also insulate walls, floors and water pipes.

It is usually easier to install insulation—especially for floors and walls—when you're building or renovating, although it is
possible to retrofit at any time.

¢ Keep your home warm in winter and cool in summer
¢ Reduce your energy use
e Cut your cooling and heating bills

¢ Provide year-round comfort

At a glance
Savings 3 Ease 2 Impact 3

Take action

Research your requirements

¢ Review our information on insulation requirements

¢ Find out if you already have any insulation in your home. If you don't know, check your building report if you have one or
have an expert check your home for you.

e Find out the best type of insulation for your home. Talk to an insulation expert about the
options available. YourHome—Insulation and YourHome—Insulation
installation are a good starting point.

¢ |f you're building or renovating, talk to your builder, insulation expert or local council about minimum insulation
requirements and recommendations for your area.

Contact insulation installers

It is important to install insulation correctly . Before going ahead make sure you:

¢ Talk to different installers and suppliers about your options and get several written quotes which include specified R-
values to ensure you get the right insulation for the best price.

e Check that your installer is qualified to do the job. Qualified installers will be aware of insulation safety issues

and will ensure building standards are met as well as giving you the most energy
efficient outcome for your home. It's always advisable to seek advice from your state or territory government or building
bodies—see Resources below.

¢ Find the best qualified installer for your particular circumstances. Ask for personal recommendations from friends and
colleagues, or check with people in the building industry you trust. You can also ask your local building industry
association for a list of names if they have one.

¢ Seek advice from another provider if an installer cannot adequately address your queries—especially in relation to the
relevant building and safety standards.

¢ Ask suppliers about any additional costs that may not be included in the quote such as covers to keep insulation away
from down lights and other safety enclosures for electrical and fire safety.

Get your insulation installed
e Arrange a time for installation. Talk to your installer about how long it will take and what preparations you may need to
do like moving or covering furniture.
¢ Confirm that all safety checks have been completed and safety requirements have been met.
e Talk to your installer about removing rubbish responsibly.

¢ Enjoy your increased comfort and energy savings.

Resources

It's important that insulation is installed correctly to meet Australian Standards. See our helpful links for additional
information available in states and territories.

¢ |nsulation YourHome
¢ Insulation installation YourHome
e ACT Building industry and consumers ACT Government

http://yourenergysavings.gov.au/energy/heating-cooling/insulation/install-insulation 12


http://yourhome.gov.au/passive-design/insulation-installation
http://yourenergysavings.gov.au/energy/heating-cooling/insulation
http://yourenergysavings.gov.au/energy/heating-cooling/insulation
http://www.ors.act.gov.au/community/building_industry_and_consumers
http://www.yourhome.gov.au/passive-design/insulation-installation
http://yourhome.gov.au/passive-design/insulation
http://yourenergysavings.gov.au/energy/heating-cooling/insulation
http://yourenergysavings.gov.au/energy/heating-cooling/insulation/install-insulation
http://yourenergysavings.gov.au/energy/heating-cooling/insulation
http://www.yourhome.gov.au/passive-design/insulation
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* NSW Selecting a tradesperson or builder

NSW Government
e NSW Insulation NSW Government

e QLD Electrical safety and ceiling insulation

Queensland Government

e QLD Home & building owners Queensland Building and Construction Commission

¢ SA Home insulation electrical safety

Government of South Australia

e SA Insulation, ventilation and draught proofing your homey

Government of

South Australia

* TAS Safe installation of insulation materials Tasmanian
Government

e VIC About builders and tradespeople and other building practitioners

Consumer Affairs Victoria
e VIC Retain heat in your home
Sustainability Victoria

¢ WA Reaister of Builders
Government of Western Australia

¢ WA Home Insulation (PDF download)
Government of Western Australia

You may also like...
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Compare electricity and gas market offers

Shop around to get the best deal from your energy retailer.

Electricity and gas market offers

Save money by getting the best deal from your energy retailer.
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Understand your energy bill

-

Find out what charges and terms on your electricity bill mean.

http://yourenergysavings.gov.au/energy/heating-cooling/insulation/install-insulation
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http://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/housing-and-accommodation/building-and-renovating/plan-and-manage-your-building-project/about-builders-tradespeople-and-other-building-practitioners
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/energy/insulation.htm
http://www.justice.tas.gov.au/building/regulation/energy_efficiency
http://www.qbcc.qld.gov.au/
http://yourenergysavings.gov.au/energy/energy-efficient-living/electricity-gas-market-offers/compare-electricity-gas-market-offers
http://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/ftw/Tenants_and_home_owners/Home_building_and_renovating/Selecting_a_tradesperson_or_builder.page?
https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/news/safety-alerts/whsq/2009/safety-alert-insulation-installing-ceiling-insulation-and-your-health-and-safety
http://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/atoms/files/homeinsulationfactsheet.pdf
http://yourenergysavings.gov.au/energy/energy-efficient-living/understand-your-energy-bill
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/water-energy-and-environment/electrical-gas-and-plumbing-safety-and-technical-regulation/electricity-trades/electrical-installations/home-insulation-electrical-safety#title3
http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/services-and-advice/households/energy-efficiency/smarter-renovations
http://www.buildingcommission.wa.gov.au/consumers/find-a-registered-building-service/builders
http://yourenergysavings.gov.au/energy/energy-efficient-living/electricity-gas-market-offers
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/water-energy-and-environment/energy/saving-energy-at-home/energy-efficient-home-design/insulation-ventilation-and-draught-proofing

